Section D: Post examination adjustments
Special Consideration in GCSE and GCE qualifications

Chapter 13

Which candidates will be eligible for special consideration?

Special consideration must be applied for following a specific examination series.

13.1 Candidates will be eligible for special consideration if they have been fully prepared and

13.2

have covered the whole course but performance in the examination or in the production
of controlled assessment/coursework is affected by adverse circumstances beyond their
control. These include:

13.1.1 temporary illness or accident/injury at the time of the assessment;

13.1.2 bereavement at the time of the assessment (where whole groups are affected, normally
only those most closely involved will be eligible);

13.1.3 domestic crisis arising at the time of the assessment;

13.1.4 serious disturbance during an examination, particularly where recorded material is being
used;

13.1.5 other accidental events such as being given the wrong examination paper, being given a
defective examination paper or tape, failure of practical equipment, failure of materials to
arrive on time; (see 14.2.2, page 62).

13.1.6 participation in sporting events at international level at the time of certification;

13.1.7 failure by the centre or awarding body to implement previously agreed access
arrangements. :

When candidates have been prepared to meet the assessment objectives but the wrong texts have
been chosen, special consideration may be given at the discretion of the awarding body. Centres are
advised that it is their responsibility to ensure that the correct texts are taught and where this has not
happened there can be no guarantee that a candidate will receive special consideration. However,
such instances will be investigated on a case-by-case basis with the objective of minimising the
potential for an adverse outcome for the candidate. Where the wrong texts had been taught it would
be essential that the candidate had covered the skills being assessed in the specification if special
consideration were to be granted. In other words, the texts studied must at least have been examined
in the current specification in a previous examination series.

Candidates will NOT be eligible for special consideration if preparation for or performance in
the examination is affected by:

13.2.1 long term iliness or other difficulties during the course affecting revision time, unless the
iliness or circumstances manifest themselves also during the assessment;

13.2.2 bereavement occurring more than six months before the assessment, unless an anniversary
has been reached at the time of the assessment or there are ongoing implications such as
inquests or court cases;

13.2.3 domestic inconvenience, such as moving house, lack of facilities, taking holidays at the time of
the assessment;

13.2.4 minor disturbance in the examination caused by candidates, such as bad behaviour, mobile
phones etc;
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